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embroidery centre
c a t a l o g u e

By ensuring that women can work from home, Sulafa allows women to balance 
with their home responsibilities and secure income to support a better life for 
their children.
Sulafa is more than a way for women to earn a living. It is also a way to preserve 
the traditions and culture of embroidery within the Palestinian society and 
pass these essential skills from generation to the next. Stories depicting life 
in Palestinian villages and communities are conserved in dresses, scarves, 
pillows and many other garments, making embroidery a way to tell and 
remember Palestinian heritage.

Sulafa, a household name in Gaza for quality embroidery, 
supports approximately 250 local artisans by commissioning 
traditional and contemporary embroidered goods. The 
purchase of a Sulafa product allows these women to support 
their families, which often rely on only one source of income.
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Embroidery has been used to decorate cloth and clothing for centuries as a traditional 
way for women to express both individual skill and a connection to their own village 
and peers. It is an art that take years to perfect.  
As a Palestinian traditional craft, it has been handed down through many generations, 
and utilizes a variety of techniques to make attractive decoration on clothes that 
illuminates subjects and themes that are integral to the lives of many Palestinian 
women. 
Traditional patterns focus on geometric shapes that are based on items that are most 
familiar to Palestinian women in their daily surroundings. Depending on the region 
in Palestine, the patterns can include cypress trees, bunches of grapes, apple trees, 
chickens, pigeons, rainbows, roses, flower pots, among other objects.

Behind every design is a name, and behind both there is a story. 
Sulafa’s products tell the stories of women living in  Gaza. Women, who bear an 
increasing burden of supporting their families. Although it is labour-intensive and 
time-consuming, so many women in Gaza are willing to embroider mountains of 
stitches while also juggling household responsibilities in exchange for a wage that 
will feed their families. 
Sulafa is differentiated by its ability to produce modern designs while keeping and 
maintaining the Palestinian identity in those designs.
The ability to earn a living for Palestine refugee women and their families is essential; 
however, they also desire to embroider and show their skill in making wonderful 
products despite limitations from their families on their freedom of movement 
and working time. Poverty is a part of their lives; however, Sulafa embroiderers are 
ambitious and intend to overcome the obstacles they face through personal power 
and courage. 

TradiTional arTisTic heriTage

arTisT’s sTorY
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Sulafa embroiderers use two different stitches: the traditional cross stitch, and the 
Madani stitch, which is more common to the West Bank. The cross-stitch is relatively 
simple; however, making a large patterned item with this stitch takes perseverance, 
consistency, time, and accuracy. 
Although Sulafa maintains Palestinian traditions in its embroidery through the use 
of the cross-stitch and traditional colour combinations, Sulafa also emphasizes 
innovation by designing products with new colour combinations, patterns, fabrics, and 
stitches. Aiming to satisfy our clients’ needs - this is in addition to the flexibility offered 
to customers in customizing product colour combination, designs and dimension.

sulafa is a non-profit project established by the United nations 
relief and Works agency for Palestine refugees (UnrWa) in 
1950.
UnrWa is a United nations agency established by the general 
assembly in 1949 and mandated to provide assistance and 
protection to some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. 
its mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, lebanon, 
syria, West Bank and the gaza strip achieve their full human 
development potential, pending a just and lasting solution to 
their plight. UnrWa services encompass education, health 
care, relief and social services, protection and microfinance.

The embroidery work in Sulafa products is 100% hand-made, created by women of all 
ages. These women are supported by embroidery instructors, who distribute work to 
the embroiderers and monitor product quality. Most of the work is done at home, but 
women also have the opportunity to gather at local community-based organizations 
where they can meet with peers, and  ask questions of each other and from the 
instructors. After the embroidery work for each product is completed, products are 
finished by tailors in Sulafa’s sewing and finishing workshop.

innoVaTion

Process 
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These Colourful, handmade clothes will brighten up 
your wardrobe and put a smile on your face!
Sulafa’s products are adjusted to your measurements 
and all items can be customized, so if you would 
like to change the colour of the fabric or custom-
make your own creation, Sulafa will work with you 
to create a product for you.

clothes
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gorgeous traditional Palestinian designs are showcased on an 
arabic thoub (dress), that will personalize your look at any occasion. 

1.1
dresses
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1-101

1-102

Traditional Palestinian Dress with Cypress and Flowers

Traditional Palestinian Dress with Butterflies
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1-103

1-104

Pride Dress with Banayyeq

Necklace Qeladeh Dress
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1-105

1-106

Dress with Flowers and Prickly Pears

Dress with Moons and Feathers, from Ramallah and Hebron
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1-107

1-108

Dress with Stars

Bedouin Dress
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1-109

1-1010

Cypress Trees Dress with Seeds on Mountains 

Hebron Dress
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1-1011

1-1012

Ramallah Dress

Kohl Holder Dress with Roses and Hijabs (Makhaleh bi Ward)
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1-1014

Traditional Palestinian Dress with Cypress and Flowers - Double

1-1013

Dress with Lamps and Birds
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1-1016

Morjana Dress

1-1015

Basha’s Tent Abaya - Khiam El Basha
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1-501

Jasmine kids dress

I heard about Sulafa 43 years ago from my mother, when I was a child learning about our heritage. Since that 
time, i have depended on Sulafa to cover my family’s needs.
Fathia is over sixty years now, widowed for the past 34 years and she has raised her two sons till getting the 
university degree. Embroidery is her relaxation, as well as her income as she said.

Fathia Anbar - Beach Centre

“My work saves my dignity.  
I didn’t have to ask for 

people’s help to raise my 
children.”
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Formal wear for a stylish jacket for work or social events.

1.2
Jackets
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1-204

Jacket, Cypress Trees with Seeds  (lined)

1-203

Galilee Jacket  (unlined)
s - M - l s - M - l

1-202

Jacket with Cypress and Love Trees (lined)

s - M - l

1-201

Jacket, Cypress Trees with Seeds on 
Mountains (lined)
s - M - l
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Traditional Palestinian designs including elegant geometric 
shapes shown on capes with circular and rectangular shapes.

1.3
capes
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1-301

Pyramid and Cypress Cape

1-302

Lily Trees Cape
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1-305

Nature Cape with Roses and Feathers 

1-303

Pasha’s Tents Cape (Khiam El-Basha)

1-304

Stars and Light Pyramid Cape
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1-306

Jouri Cape

I have been embroidering since I was 14 years old and still do. I feel happy when embroidering 
and it is also a good way for me to spend my time at this age. It has helped me to earn a living and 
support my brother and his children.

Laila el Burs, 64 years, single from El-Zawaida camp
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a colourful handstitched and embellished embroidery is set 
against a triangular shape shawl to beautify any outfit.

2.1
shawls
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2-101

Triangle Spider Shawl

2-102

Triangle Kuffiyeh shawl

2-103

Triangle Necklace and Cypress Shawl 
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2-104

Triangle Nature Shawl with Roses and Feathers 

2-105

Triangle Tree and Garden Shawl

2-106

Triangle Rose Shawl
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2-107

Triangle Kuffiyeh with Roses

“In Bier Shiva, a woman’s dress showed her status. The bride had to wear a dress that was completely covered 
with embroidery. A widow wore an embroidered dress made with blue cloth. Each woman had to master 
embroidery and make her dress herself”.
Our tradition of embroidery has existed for ages, moving from one generation to the next.
According to my parents, Bedouin women in Bier Shiva embroidered everywhere they
went. They embroidered while they were feeding animals, or fetching water from the well.
Embroidery teaches patience and how to be self-reliant.

Sanaa’ El Weheady
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eye catching colour combinations, embroidered on scarves for 
any occasion.

2.2
scarves
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2-201

2-202

Rectangular Flower and Stalk Scarf

Rectangular Scarf, Square Motif

176 cm x 45 cm

176 cm x 70 cm
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2-203

2-204

2-205

Rectangular Scart, Necklace and Cypress

Rectangular Spider Scarf

Rectangular Nature Scarf with Roses and Feathers

176 cm x 70 cm

176 cm x 70 cm

176 cm x 45 cm
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2-207

2-209

2-2011

2-208

2-2010

2-2012

Rectangular Ward and Hearts 
linen scarf

Rectangular Berry Tree scarf, 
Makhaleh and feathers design.

Rectangular cypress Tree Bald 
scarf

Rectangular Flower pot, qwar scarf

Rectangular Bedouin Design scarf.

Rectangular Jaleel design scarf,light cotton Fabric

176 cm x 70 cm

176 cm x 45 cm

176 cm x 42 cm

176 cm x 70 cm

176 cm x 45 cm 

176 cm x 45 cm
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2-2013

2-2015

2-2016 2-2017

2-2014

Rectangular linen suns scarf

Rectangular Spider Scarf

Rectangular Kuffiyeh Scarf Rectangular  Necklace and Cypress Scarf

Rectangular Kuffiyeh Scarf - 
rainbow202 cm x 74 cm

176 cm x 70 cm

176 cm x 45 cm 176 cm x 70 cm

176 cm x 50 cm
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2-2018 2-2019 2-2020

Arabic calligraphy, scarfRectangular Nature Scarf with 
Roses and Feathers (wide)

rectangular Pasha’s Tents scarf 
(Khiam El-Basha)

110 cm x 48 cm176 cm x 70 cm 176 cm x 70 cm 

Sulafa is pleased to offer customizing 
a various range of categories such as 

custom bags, shawls, frames, clothing, 
and other embroideries that will exceeds 
your expectations and distinguish your 

look!

Wish to create your own design!
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add the elegance touch of Palestinian art to any 
living area. a wide range of colours and patterns 
that will perfectly match all family taste.

Products 
household
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3.1
cushion covers

Various colorful embroidered cushions will add the warm and 
elegance touch of Palestinian art to your place. 
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Flower and Scissors Cushion Cover
40 cm x 40 cm 

3-102-7
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Sampler Cushion Cover with Pockets and Cypress Trees  
40 cm x 38 cm

3-104-7

Diamond Cushion Cover, Cypress and Flowers  from Amman  
40 cm x 40 cm 

3-103-7

Floral Cushion Cover  
40 cm x 38 cm

3-105 -7
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Spring Flowers Cushion Cover  
55 cm x 50 cm 

3-107-7

Cushion Cover with Chickpeas and Raisins (Humus wa Zbeeb) 
40 cm x 42 cm 

3-106 -7
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60 cm x 60 cm 

46 cm x 30 cm 

3-198-7

Hebron Cushion Cover 
40 cm x 40 cm 

3-108-7

3-128-7
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Large Hejab Pattern Cushion Cover  
40 cm x 40 cm / 60 cm x 60 cm

3-109-7

Necklace Pattern Cushion Cover  
40 cm x 40 cm 

3-1010-7

Damask Rose Cushion Cover 
53 cm x 50 cm 

3-1011-7
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Small Hejab Pattern Cushion Cover   
40 cm x 40 cm  / 60 cm x 60 cm

3-1012-7

Vevet Tube Cushion  Cover
31 cm x 46 cm circumference

3-1013 
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Stem and Palms Cushion Cover 
50 cm x 50 cm

3-1014-8

Diamond and Pyramids Cushion Cover
40 cm x 40 cm 

3-1015-8
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Jerusalem Gates Cushion Cover
46 cm x 30 cm 

3-1016-8

Musht El Haiek Motef Cushion Cover
46 cm x 46 cm 

3-1017-8
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Madani Diagonal Cushion Cover
46 cm x 30 cm 

61 cm x 30 cm 

3-1019-7

Manadi Diagonal Rectangle Cushion Cover 

3-1018-7
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Madani Hand Made Garden Cushion Cover 

Madani Square with White Cushion Cover 

46 cm x 46 cm

50 cm x 50 cm

3-1020-7

3-1021-7

Madani cotton Cushion Cover, small colorful roses design
48 cm x 30 cm

3-1026-7
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Syrian Design, sejada Cushion Cover  - double side patterns -
46 cm x 30 cm

3-1022-8

Makhahel and squares design Cushion Cover
46 cm x 46 cm

3-1023-7
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Patchwork cushion with staffing
25 cm x 46 cm

3-1030-7

box floor cushion cover
46 cm x 46 cm x 8 cm

3-1029-7

Beach floor cushion cover peacock feathers floor cushion cover
60 cm x 60 cm 60 cm x 60 cm 

3-1027-7 3-1028-7

Jaleel design
50 cm x 38 cm

3-1025-7
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Cylinder cushion
56 cm x 20 cm diameter

“ Thoub” cushion, Fuchsia
45 cm x 45 cm

3-1031-7

3-1032-7

Travel cushion “Feather”
35 cm x 40 cm 

3-1033-7

Travel cushion ”Cypress”
35 cm x 40 cm 

3-1034-7
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Most beautiful and perfect decoration for any room at your 
house or office walls.

3.2
Frames
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3-2023-201

3-204

Necklace with Flower FramsMakhaleh and Cypress Frame

Palestinian Wedding Frame

60 cm x 23 cm 74 cm x 34 cm

130 cm x 48 cm

3-203

Allah Design Frame

35 cm x 25 cm 
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gorgeous table cloth needle printed with flowers, spider  and 
birds traditional patterns that will decorate your tables and 
perfectly match your living room.

3.3
Tableware
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3-3023-301

Dining Table Set, Blue Bird Pattern
(table cloth and six napkins)

Dining Table Set, Spider Pattern
(table cloth and six napkins)

140 cm x 150 cm table cloth
 45 x 45 cm napkins

3-309

Arabic calligraphy, Table runner

140 cm x 54 cm

140 cm x 150 cm table cloth
45 x 45 cm napkins
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shoulder bag  embroidered on one side, adjustable strap, zipper 
closure, and zippered pocket inside. available in both Falahi and 
Madani patterns.

4.1
Bags
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4-102-7

floral madani Bag
40 cm x 38 cm

4-101-7

Large floral madani Bag
50 cm x 35 cm
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4-104-7 4-105-7

Tied Shoulder Bag, Hebron Dress Design Pleated Shoulder Bag
100 cm x 37 cm

4-103-7

Syrian Design Bag, sejada
105 cm x 40 cm

48 cm x  31 cm
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4-106-7

“ Necklace” Handbag
76 cm x 50 cm

“ Sulafa had taught me how to embroider after my mother taught me the basics of embroidery. As my husband 
is sick and can’t work any more, my whole family depends on me, and through my work with Sulafa i am still 
raising my children either in schools or college.”

Awatef Bader
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small colourful purses with one and two sided embroidery, 
zippered closure and small beautiful dangle.

4.2
Purses 
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4-205-84-203-8 4-204-8

Tassled Triangle Cosmetic Bag, 
Necklace Pattern  

Cosmetic Bag with Hejab and 
Squares, with Dangly  

Cosmetic Bag , Large Hejab  with 
Eye Motif, with Dangly

19 cm x 12 cm19 cm x 12 cm 19 cm x 12 cm

4-201-8 4-202-8

Hebron Make-up Bag with Slices, 
“double side pattern”

Tassled Purse with Palm and Vine Leaves 

19 cm x 12 cm
19 cm x 12 cm

4-208-7/8

Square Motif Purse with Dangly 
(pattern on one or two sides)
26 cm x 13 cm

4-206-7/8

Stalk Motif Purse with Dangly 
(pattern on one or two sides)
27.5 x 15.5

4-207-7/8

Parallel Motif Purse with Dangly 
(pattern on one or two sides)
27 x 16 cm
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These ornaments make great holiday gifts for friends and 
family! and gorgeously decorate your car, home and office.

5.1
ornaments
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5-1065-104 5-105

Olive OrnamentFlower Ornament Orange Leaf Ornament

5-1035-101 5-102

Hasson Bird Ornament  Fish Ornament Canary Bird Ornament  

5-112

Snowflake Five Sided Ornament

5-110

Snowman Ornament

5-111

Heart Ornament

5-107 5-108 5-109

Diamond Ornament Square Ornament triangle  Ornament
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5.2
accessories

colorful  glasses case, cell phone straps and passport cover  that 
will show your uniqueness and decorate your personal stuff.
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5-206

Flower / feathers business card case

5-205

Flower / feathers coin purse

5-2045-201-8 5-202-7/8

CoasterFloral Gasses Case
(pattern on two sides)

Necklace Glasses Case 
(pattern on one or two sides)

5-207

Christmas Stocking

5-303

Traditional Bookmark

5-3025-301

Traditional BookmarkGaza Bookmark
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ordering information
in order to place an order, you will need to follow the below steps:

1.contact sulafa
You can contact Sulafa by:

o email ( sulafa@unrwa.org), 
o By phone ( +970 (8) 2861450), 
o Or through Salafa’s online form on the website ( www.sulafa.org)

In your communications with Sulafa, please select the model number and name with preferred colors and size. you 
can attach the design image or any customized items you would prefer to have. 
After all of the order details have been settled, Sulafa will send a confirmation email to your inbox.
2.Make the payment
After you receive the order confirmation, you will need to make the payment. Sulafa accepts payment in the 
following ways:

o Wire transfer : using UNRWA bank accounts, that will  be provided via email.
o Cash : at Sulafa shop directly to sales person.

sulafa has its own terms of sale, collection and payment policy to be clarified to the client. The polices varies for 
retail, wholesale and export customers.

o The cost of your order will also include shipping,  that estimated in the order confirmation and confirmed at 
after shipping the order, since it depends on weight and destination.

3.Product is created!
After your order is placed and paid for, Sulafa will begin creating it. All items are created in house and are customized 
to fit each customer’s size and specifications, so they are each unique. The duration of lead time is depending on 
the amount of embroidery and sewing required and to be estimated by sulafa team according to the order items.
4.shipment of an order
After your order is created, Sulafa will send you a confirmation email that your order is completed and ready to be 
shipped. It will arrive within the timelines as pre-stated by sulafa team. 
The domestic shipping to Jerusalem and Westbank used to take about three days. The international shipping used 
to take about one week to ten days. And all depends on regional situations.
5.order a cUsToM design
Sulafa is pleased to offer custom orders for local and overseas! A various range of categories such as, custom 
bags, shawls, clothing, and other embroideries.  Please send us an email and we will estimate the time span of 
order and other information about the prices and inform you by email. 

embroidery centre
c a t a l o g u e
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